
SBA Export Express 
If you are a lender that focuses on helping small businesses, you know that 
your customers are increasingly exporting to the global marketplace. You 
are not alone to notice this trend. In fact, 70% of all the companies that ex-
port have 20 employees or less. How can you profit from this movement, 
reduce risk and provide a financing solution that doesn’t swamp you and 
your customer with additional paperwork and lengthy delays? The SBA’s 
Export Express is the answer.  

Designed for loans and lines of credit up to $500,000, the SBA Export Ex-
press program delegates the credit decision to the lender. Participating lend-
ers can use their own forms and procedures and negotiate either a fixed or 
variable interest rate. The SBA provides a 36 hour turnaround on all Export 
Express submissions.  

Is your bank eligible? 

Banks that participate in the SBA Express program are automatically quali-
fied as Export Express Lenders. 

How your bank benefits: 

 SBA Export Express loans carry either a 90% guaranty (on amounts up 
to $350,000) or 75% guaranty (on amounts over $350,000 up to  
$500,000). 

 Use your own forms and procedures to leverage your existing opera-
tions and keep SBA documents to a minimum. 

 Meets requirements of the Community Reinvestment Act. 

 Local USEAC SBA staff can train your staff on loan requirements and 
processes. 

 Loan processing through E-Tran, a platform allowing lenders to elec-
tronically transmit loan information to SBA. 

 Provides access to the growing market of small business exporters. 

How the small business exporter benefits: 

 Speedy approvals. 

 Increased access to capital. 

 Flexible line of credit financing, consistent with conventional bank 
products of a similar size. 

 Finance standby letters of credit used for either bid or performance bonds. 

 Finance export development activities such as participation in a foreign 
trade show or the translation of product literature for use in foreign 
markets. 

U.S. Export  
Assistance Center 
 
The U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s resources 
and programs targeting 
small businesses provide 
an advantage necessary 
to help small businesses 
effectively compete in the 
marketplace and 
strengthen the overall U.S. 
economy. 
 
Working in partnership 
with the U.S. Commercial 
Service and the Export-
Import Bank of the United 
States, SBA staff provide 
potential and existing ex-
porters with a unified, one 
stop approach to export 
expansion through 18 U.S. 
Export Assistance Centers 
nationwide. 
 
For more information and 
to locate a U.S. Export 
Assistance Center near 
you, please visit 
www.sba.gov/international 
 
All SBA programs and services are 
provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

A Fact Sheet for Lenders www.sba.gov/international 



 Obtain transaction-specific financing for overseas orders. 

 Obtain revolving lines of credit for export purposes for up to a seven year term. 

 Obtain term loans and other financing to enable small business concerns to develop foreign 
markets. 

 Acquire, construct, renovate, modernize, improve or expand productive facilities or equipment 
to be used in the United States for the production of goods or services for export. 

 The U.S. Export Assistance Center staff can provide technical assistance to small business ex-
porters that receive Export Express financing. 

What Companies are eligible to receive Export Express financing?  

To be eligible, the borrower must meet SBA standard eligibility provisions as well as: 

 be in business for one year (not necessarily in exporting) 

 demonstrate that the loan proceeds will support the company’s export development activity. 

It is inevitable that small business exports will continue to increase. The Export Express program 
allows your bank to support its forward-thinking exporting customers in a prudent and sensible 
fashion.  

November 2010 
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