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Purpose

The objective of this study is to provide a set of
estimates of immigrant business owners in the U.S.
economy. Using data from three large nationally rep-
resentative government datasets—the 2000 Census

5 percent Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS),
the 1996-2007 Current Population Survey (CPS),
and the 1992 Characteristics of Business Owners
(CBO)—this study also examines the contribution of
immigrant businesses to the U.S. economy.

Overall Findings

According to Census 2000, immigrants constitute
12.2 percent of the total U.S. work force, and 12.5
percent of the total population of U.S. business own-
ers. The total business income generated by immi-
grant business owners is $67 billion, representing
11.6 percent of all business income in the United
States. Immigrant business ownership is geographi-
cally concentrated in a few states.

Highlights

* Immigrants are nearly 30 percent more likely to
start a business than are nonimmigrants, and they
represent 16.7 percent of all new business own-
ers in the United States

e Immigrant business owners make significant
contributions to business income, generating
$67 billion of the $577 billion in U.S. business
income, as estimated from 2000 U.S. Census
data. They generate nearly one-quarter of all
business income in California—nearly $20 bil-
lion—and nearly one-fifth of business income in
New York, Florida, and New Jersey.

» Immigrant business ownership is geographically
concentrated in a few states. Nearly 30 percent
of all business owners in California are immi-
grants, compared with about 12.5 percent of the
population of U.S. business owners. Twenty-five
percent of business owners in New York and
more than 20 percent in New Jersey, Florida, and
Hawaii are foreign-born.

e In California, immigrants are 34.2 percent of
the new business owners each month. Nearly 30
percent of all new business owners per month in
New York, Florida, and Texas are immigrants.

* Immigrants own 11.2 percent of businesses with
$100,000 or more in sales and 10.8 percent of
businesses with employees.

e Immigrants’ contributions differ across sectors
of the economy. They own a large share—more
than one-fifth—of businesses in the arts, enter-
tainment, and recreation industry. They also con-
tribute significantly to other services, transporta-
tion, and wholesale and retail trade.

e Immigrants also own a large share of businesses
in the lowest and highest skill sectors and in sev-
eral industries.

Although business owners from Mexico con-
stitute the largest share of immigrant business
owners, total immigrant business ownership,
formation, and income originate with immigrant
business owners from around the world.

Scope and Methodology

The report used three large nationally representative
datasets: the Census 2000 5 percent PUMS Sample,
the Current Population Survey (CPS 1996-2007), and
the Characteristics of Business Owners (CBO 1992).

*This contract was developed under a contract with the Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy, and contains information
and analysis that was reviewed and edited by officials of the Office of Advocacy. However, the final conclusions of the report do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Office of Advocacy. For more information, write to the Office of Advocacy at 409 Third Street S.W.,
Washington DC 20416, or visit the office's website at www.sba.gov/advo.



The Census 5 percent PUMS sample is the only
nationally representative dataset with large enough
sample sizes to examine business ownership among
detailed immigrant groups, and the CBO is the only
business-level dataset with information on a large
sample of immigrants.

A longitudinal dataset from matching consecutive
months of the CPS with large immigrant samples was
created. The matched CPS data allow for a detailed
analysis of rates of business creation among the for-
eign-born. These monthly surveys are representative
of the entire U.S. population and contain observations
for more than 130,000 people. Combining the 1996 to
2007 monthly data creates a sample size of more than
8 million adult observations.

Probit and least squares regressions were per-
formed to identify the independent effect of different
factors on business ownership. The detailed demo-
graphic information available in the Census micro-
data makes it possible to control for many important
determinants of business ownership.

This report was peer reviewed consistent with the
Office of Advocacy’s data quality guidelines. More
information on this process can be obtained by con-
tacting the director of economic research at advo-
cacy@sba.gov or (202) 205-6533.
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Executive Summary

A better understanding of how immigrants contribute to the U.S. economy is important.
Few studies have examined how immigrant entrepreneurs contribute to total U.S.
business ownership, formation, and income. Using data from three large, nationally
representative government datasets—the 2000 Census 5 percent Public Use Microdata
(PUMS) Sample, the 1996-2007 Current Population Survey (CPS), and the 1992
Characteristics of Business Owners (CBO)—this study examines the contributions of
immigrant business owners and their businesses to the U.S. economy.

To provide a comprehensive picture of the contributions of immigrant business
owners, several measures are examined. First, the total number of immigrant business
owners based on household survey data is estimated from the 2000 Census. Second, the
number of new immigrant business owners per month is estimated from newly created
data matching consecutive months of the 1996-2007 CPS. Third, total immigrant-owned
business income is estimated from the 2000 Census. Finally, the total sales and
employment of immigrant-owned businesses based on business tax records are estimated

from the 1992 CBO. The following are among the key findings:

1. The nearly 1.5 million immigrant business owners in the United States represent
12.5 percent of all business owners. Immigrants constitute 12.2 percent of the
total work force in the United States. They own a large share of businesses in the
lowest- and highest-skill sectors and in several industries, an indication that their
contributions differ across sectors of the economy. Immigrant business ownership
is geographically concentrated in a few states. Nearly 30 percent of all business
owners in California are immigrants. One-fourth of New York business owners
are foreign-born, as are more than one-fifth of business owners in New Jersey,

Florida, and Hawaii.

2. Immigrants are nearly 30 percent more likely to start a business than
nonimmigrants, and they represent 16.7 percent of all new business owners in the

United States. In California, immigrants constitute 34.2 percent of all new



business owners each month and they represent roughly 5 percent of all new
business owners in the United States. Nearly 30 percent of all new business

owners per month in New York, Florida, and Texas, are immigrants.

3. The total business income generated by immigrant business owners is $67 billion,
11.6 percent of all business income in the United States. Immigrant business
owners generate nearly $20 billion or one-quarter of all business income in
California, and nearly one-fifth of all business income in New York, Florida, and

New Jersey.

4. Immigrants own 11.2 percent of all businesses with $100,000 or more in sales and

10.8 percent of all businesses with employees.

5. Although business owners from Mexico constitute the largest share of immigrant
business owners, immigrants from around the world are sources of U.S. business

formation, ownership, and income.

These findings indicate that immigrants make large and important contributions to
business ownership, formation, and income in the United States, particularly in some

states and economic sectors.



I ntroduction

The entrepreneurial success of immigrants is well known. For example, business
ownership is higher among the foreign-born than the native-born in many developed
countries including the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia
(Borjas, 1986, Schuetze and Antecol, 2006, and Fairlie et al., 2008). Businesses owned
by some immigrant groups are also very successful, with higher incomes and
employment than native-owned businesses. Many developed countries have created
special visas and entry requirements in an attempt to attract immigrant entrepreneurs
(Schuetze and Antecol, 2006). The United States has a small program that gives special
preferences for admission to immigrants who invest $1 million in businesses that create
at least 10 new full-time jobs (U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 2007).

Recently, much attention has been drawn to the contributions of immigrant
entrepreneurs to the technology and engineering sectors of the economy. Twenty-five
percent of engineering and technology companies started in the past decade were founded
by immigrants (Wadwha, et al., 2007). These firms had $52 billion in sales and hired
450,000 workers in 2005 in the United States. Previous research also indicates that
immigrant entrepreneurs have made important contributions to high-tech areas such as
Silicon Valley (Saxenian, 1999, 2000). Engineers from China and India run roughly one-
quarter of all technology businesses started in Silicon Valley. These firms have created
substantial wealth and many high-tech jobs in the area. High rates of immigrant
entrepreneurship also contribute to overall business creation in Silicon Valley (Fairlie,
2007).

Although many previous studies examine immigrant business ownership, very
little is known about business formation rates and business performance among
immigrants. Previous research examining the contributions of immigrant business owners
has generally focused on specific sectors of the economy or regions of the country. A
broader understanding of immigrant business ownership at the national level and for all
sectors is needed. The lack of data availability on immigrant-owned businesses has been
a major hindrance for research in this area. Limited evidence is available on how many

new businesses are created by immigrants, the types of businesses created by these



immigrants, and the countries of origin for these immigrant business owners. Thus, the

contribution of immigrant-owned businesses to the total U.S. economy is not well

understood.

In this study, the contribution of immigrants to business ownership, formation,

and performance is examined using three large nationally representative datasets—the

Census 5 percent PUMS sample, the Current Population Survey (CPS), and the

Characteristics of Business Owners (CBO). The Census 5 percent PUMS sample is the

only nationally representative dataset with large enough sample sizes to examine business

ownership among detailed immigrant groups, and the CBO is the only business-level

dataset with information on a large sample of immigrants. Consecutive months of CPS

data are matched to address the absence of longitudinal data with large immigrant

samples to study business formation.' The matched CPS data allow for a detailed analysis

of rates of business creation among the foreign-born.

The goal of this study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of immigrant

business ownership and immigrants’ contributions to the U.S. economy. Several key

questions about immigrant business ownership are explored using Census, CPS, and

CBO data:

How much do immigrant groups contribute to total business ownership in the
United States?

Do immigrants have higher business ownership rates than nonimmigrants and
what percent of all businesses do immigrants own?

Where do immigrant business owners come from and do immigrant-owned
businesses contribute more to specific sectors of the U.S. economy?

How do immigrants contribute to new business starts?

Are business formation rates higher among immigrants and do immigrants start a
disproportionate share of businesses requiring certain skill levels or in certain
industries and states?

What is the contribution of immigrant-owned businesses to total business income,

sales, and employment in the United States?



e In which industries and parts of the country do immigrants generate large shares

of total U.S. business income?

Data

The only nationally representative and publicly available datasets with large enough
samples to study immigrant business owners in detail are the Census 5 percent PUMS
sample and the Current Population Survey. Although both are cross-sectional datasets,
consecutive months of the CPS can be matched creating monthly panel data following
Fairlie (2008).% This is important for the creation of a measure of the rate of business
formation at the individual owner level. Cross-sectional datasets allow only for the
calculation of the total number of existing business owners. The combination of 2000
Census microdata and matched CPS data allows for a detailed study of immigrant
business ownership and formation in the United States. Published estimates from the
Characteristics of Business Owners provide further evidence on the contributions of

immigrant-owned businesses. Each dataset is described in turn.

The 2000 Census

The primary sample used to examine immigrant business ownership and net business
income is the 5 percent Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) of the 2000 U.S. Census
of Population. The Census microdata include over 8 million observations for working-age
adults. Even after conditioning on business ownership, the sample size is very large,
allowing one to explore the causes of differences in net business incomes. The Census is
also large enough to examine regional, industrial, and country-of-origin differences
across immigrant business owners.

Using the Census data, business ownership is measured based on the class-of-

worker question that refers to the respondent's main job or business activity (i.e., activity

! Although the cross-sectional CPS data are commonly used to estimate static rates of business ownership,
the matched data allow for the creation of a dynamic measure of entrepreneurship that captures the rate of
business formation at the individual owner level.



with the most hours) at the time of the interview. Business owners are individuals who
report that they are 1) "self-employed in own not incorporated business, professional
practice, or farm," or 2) "self-employed in own incorporated business, professional
practice, or farm." This definition includes owners of all types of businesses—
incorporated, unincorporated, employer, and nonemployer firms. The samples used in
this analysis include all business owners of ages 20 and over who work 15 or more hours
per week in their businesses. To rule out very small-scale businesses, disguised
unemployment, or casual sellers of goods and services, only business owners with 15 or
more hours worked are included.’ Fifteen hours per week is chosen as the cutoff because
it represents a reasonable amount of work effort in the business, about two days per
week. Note that self-employed business ownership is defined as the individual's main job
activity, thus removing the potential for counting side businesses owned by wage-and-

salary workers.

Matched Current Population Survey, 1996-2007

Although research on entrepreneurship is growing rapidly, very few national datasets
provide information on recent trends in business formation. A relatively new measure to
study immigrant-owned business formation is matched data from the 1996-2007 Current
Population Surveys (CPS). The new measure captures the rate of business creation at the
individual owner level. The underlying datasets used to create the entrepreneurship or
business formation measure are the basic monthly files of the Current Population Survey
(CPS). Longitudinal data can be created by linking the CPS files over time. The surveys,
conducted monthly by the U.S. Bureau of the Census and the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, are representative of the entire U.S. population and contain observations for
more than 130,000 people. Combining the 1996 to 2007 monthly data creates a sample

size of more than 8 million adult observations.

? National estimates for several demographic groups and state-level estimates created from these microdata
are reported in the Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial Activity (Fairlie, 2008).

3 Some unemployed individuals may report being self-employed if they sell a small quantity of goods or
services while not working at their regular jobs.



Households in the CPS are interviewed each month over a four-month period.
Eight months later they are re-interviewed in each month of a second four-month period.
Thus, individuals who are interviewed in January, February, March, and April of one
year are interviewed again in January, February, March, and April of the following year.
The rotation pattern of the CPS thus allows for matching information on individuals
monthly for 75 percent of all respondents to each survey. To match these data, the author
uses the household and individual identifiers provided by the CPS and removes false
matches by comparing race, sex, and age codes from the two months. All nonunique
matches are also removed from the dataset. Monthly match rates are generally between
94 and 96 percent, and false positive rates are very low.

Potential measures of the number of existing business owners or businesses are
readily available from several nationally representative government datasets. For
example, the Economic Census’s Survey of Business Owners provides estimates of the
total number of businesses every five years, and the CPS provides estimates of the total
number of self-employed business owners every month.* Typical measures of business
ownership based on these data, however, do not capture the dynamic nature of business
creation. In particular, they do not measure business formation at the time the business is
created.’

The business formation rate is estimated by first identifying all individuals who
do not own a business as their main job in the first survey month, then matching CPS
files to determine whether they own a business as their main job (with 15 or more usual
hours worked per week) in the following survey month. The business formation rate is
thus defined as the percentage of the population of non-business owners who start a
business each month. To identify whether they are business owners in each month, the

author uses information on their main job, defined as the one with the most hours

* Regularly published estimates from the CPS by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, such as those reported
in Employment and Earnings, however, exclude incorporated business owners, who represent roughly one-
third of all business owners.

> The Total Entrepreneurial Activity (TEA) index used in the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor captures
individuals who are involved in either the startup phase or managing a business that is less than 42 months
old (Reynolds, Bygrave, and Autio, 2003).



worked. Thus, individuals who start side or casual businesses are not counted if they are

working more hours on a wage-and-salary job.’

Characteristics of Business Owners, 1992

Estimates of business ownership and formation rates and of the net business income of
owners are available using Census and CPS microdata, but another approach to
examining the question is to use business-level data, where the business, rather than the
owner, is the focus of the analysis. The main advantage of these data is that they typically
provide more information on business performance than individual-level data, but the
main disadvantage is that they do not include information on the demographic
characteristics of the owner. (See Headd and Saade, 2008, and Fairlie and Robb, 2008,
for more discussion on the comparison between individual-level and business-level data
on entrepreneurship.) Unfortunately, the only large nationally representative business-
level data in which the immigrant status of the owner is known are in the 1992
Characteristics of Business Owners (CBO).” The most recent version of the CBO, the
2002 Survey of Business Owners (SBO), does not include information on the immigrant
status of the owner. Because the CBO microdata are confidential and access is restricted,

the only estimates presented are U.S. Census Bureau figures for 1997.

Comparison of Measures of Business Owner ship and |mmigration

Before estimating the contribution of immigrants to U.S. business ownership, formation
and income, it is useful to briefly compare measures of business ownership. A brief
discussion of the issues will illuminate the following analysis, which uses several
different measures and datasets. Table 1 reports estimates of the number of business
owners, businesses and new business owners from the most commonly used government
sources that include at least limited information on the owner (see Fairlie and Robb,

2008, for more discussion of data sources).

% These data are now available for downloading from http://www.kauffman.org/kauffmanindex/.



Table 1
Comparison of Estimates of Number of U.S. Business Owners and Businesses

Immigrants U.S. total

Total number of self-employed business owners (Census 1,436,410 11,521,910
2000)

Not
Total number of businesses (Survey of Business Owners available 22,480,256
2002)
Total number of businesses (Characteristics of Business 1,617,482 17,253,143

Owners 1992)

Total number of new business owners per month (Matched 81,100 484,864
Current Population Survey 1996-2007)
Not

Total number of employer firm births (Statistics of U.S. available 644,122
Businesses 2004-2005)

Not
Total legal permanent residents, naturalizations and 1,761,109 applicable
refugees (U.S. Department of Homeland Security 2007)
Total work force (Census 2000) 14,781,400 121,440,670

Notes: 1) The total number of self-employed business owners from the 2000 Census includes
business owners with 15 or more hours worked per usual week. 2) The total number of businesses
from the 2002 SBO is based on tax records and excludes publicly held, foreign-owned, not-for-
profit, and other firms. 3) The total number of businesses from the 1992 CBO is based on tax
records and does not include C corporations. 4) The total number of new business owners per
month from the matched CPS 1996-2007 includes new business owners with 15 or more hours
worked per week. 5) The total number of employer firm births from the SUSB includes only new
employer firms. 6) The total work force from the 2000 Census includes all workers with 15 or more
hours worked per usual week. Sources: Author's calculations based on 2000 Census microdata
and 1996-2007 Matched CPS microdata, U.S. Census Bureau (1997), U.S. Census Bureau (2006),
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (2007), Statistics of U.S. Businesses (2004-05), and Fairlie
and Robb (2008).

Estimates from the 2000 Census data indicate that there are 11.5 million self-
employed business owners in the United States. In comparison, estimates from the well
known and commonly referenced 2002 Survey of Business Owners (SBO), also
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, indicate that there are 22.5 million businesses in
the United States.® Why do these estimates differ so much? First, the Census 2000
estimates of the number of business owners are based on household survey data and

enumerate individual business owners. The SBO includes all business operations during

7 See Fairlie and Robb (2008) for more discussion of the availability of owner information in business-level
datasets.

¥ These estimates differ from published estimates reported in U.S. Census Bureau (2006) because they
exclude publicly held, foreign-owned, not-for-profit, and other firms (Fairlie and Robb, 2008).



2002 that filed tax forms as individual proprietorships, partnerships, or any type of
corporation. Second, the 2000 Census estimates include only individuals owning
businesses as their main work activity with a substantial commitment of hours. The SBO
includes all firms with receipts of $1,000 or more, which may include side or "casual"
businesses owned by wage-and-salary workers, the unemployed, or retired workers.
Roughly 30 percent of business owners in the SBO report working less than 20 hours per
week in the business (U.S. Census Bureau, 2006). Third, the Census 2000 estimates
include all business owners, whereas the SBO excludes agriculture and a few other types
of businesses. Finally, Census 2000 estimates of the number of business owners and SBO
estimates of the number of businesses differ because of multiple owners of businesses,
individuals who own multiple businesses, workers in occupations such as sales and real
estate, the reference period for capturing business ownership, and other measurement
issues (see Headd, 2005, Headd and Saade, 2008, Bjelland et al., 2006, and Fairlie and
Robb, 2008, for more discussion).

The 2002 SBO does not include information on the immigrant status of the owner.
Estimates here of the number of immigrant-owned businesses are from the 1992 CBO.
The 2000 Census indicates that there are 1.4 million immigrant business owners in the
United States, and the 1992 CBO indicates that there are 1.6 million immigrant-owned
businesses. Estimates of the number of immigrant and total business owners from the
Census and estimates of the number of immigrant-owned and all businesses from the
CBO differ for reasons similar to those noted above.” The main difference is that the
CBO is based on tax records and thus includes small-scale business activities and other
individuals who do not consider their main work activity to be self-employment.

Table 1 also reports estimates of the number of new business owners each month
from the matched CPS 1996-2007 data. The CPS data indicate that there are 484,864 new
business owners and 81,100 new immigrant business owners in the United States each
month. A measure of business starts that has been commonly used in the previous
literature is employer firm births from the Statistics of U.S. Businesses (SUSB) created

by the U.S. Census Bureau.'” The SUSB data, however, capture a narrower range of

? One difference is that the 1992 CBO excludes C corporations, whereas the 2002 SBO includes them.
1 Estimates from the SUSB are reported by the U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy
(see www.sba.gov/advo/research/data.html). See also the Advanced Research Technologies, LLC (2005)



entrepreneurial activity than estimates reported here from the matched CPS data. These
data, collected by the U.S. Census Bureau and summarized by the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA), Office of Advocacy, include only employer firms. The exclusion
of nonemployer firms is likely to lead to a substantial undercount of the rate of business
formation because nonemployer firms represent 75 percent of all firms (U.S. Small
Business Administration, 2001, Headd, 2005) and a significant number of new employer
firms start as nonemployer firms (Davis, et. al., 2006). Estimates of business formation
from the CPS do not suffer from this problem because they include all new employer and
nonemployer firms. Indeed, as reported in Table 1, the SUSB data indicate that there
were 644,122 new employer firm births from 2004 to 2005 in the United States. It is also
difficult to compare these estimates to the CPS estimates because they are based on
business-level data, whereas the CPS is based on individual-level data. Furthermore, the
matched CPS data provide estimates of the number of new business owners per month,
which allows for individuals to start and stop multiple businesses over the year. Thus, an
annual estimate of the number of new business owners from the CPS data cannot simply
be obtained by multiplying these estimates by 12.

Table 1 also reports estimates of the total number of immigrants in the United
States. Estimates from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (2007) indicate that
there were 1.8 million new legal permanent residents, naturalizations, and
refugees/aslyees in 2007. These estimates capture the flow of immigrants, but it is more
useful to estimate the number of immigrants currently residing in the United States (the
stock of immigrants) to identify the total contributions of immigrant business owners.
Estimates from the 2000 Census indicate that there are 14.8 million immigrants in the
U.S. work force. Immigrants represent 12.2 percent of the total work force in the United

States.

report to the U.S. Small Business Administration, and Burton: Center for American Progress (2005) for
results for detailed geographical areas.



Business Owner ship

Using microdata from the Census and matched CPS, business ownership rates, business
formation rates, and business performance among immigrants are examined. What is the
contribution of immigrants to the stock of business owners in the United States? What is
the immigrant contribution to the number of new business owners? How much total
business income do businesses owned by the foreign-born generate? Focusing on
business formation separate from business performance is important for providing a
comprehensive view of the state of immigrant business ownership. Demographic
disparities in business formation and business longevity are the underlying causes of
differences in business ownership.

Examining the contribution of immigrants to the economy entails estimating the
total number of immigrant business owners in the United States and comparing that to the
total number of business owners. Table 2 reports estimates of the total number of
immigrant business owners from the 2000 Census. The 2000 Census is the latest
available dataset with large enough samples to examine detailed immigrant groups.
Estimates from the 2000 Census indicate that there are nearly 1.5 million immigrant
business owners, representing 12.5 percent of all 11.5 million business owners in the
United States.

The immigrant share of all business owners compares favorably to the immigrant
share of the work force. Immigrants constitute 12.2 percent of the total U.S. work force,
implying a higher business ownership rate than the U.S.-born rate. Indeed, 9.7 percent of
immigrants own a business, compared with 9.5 percent of the U.S.-born work force. This
finding is consistent with the previous literature that documents higher business
ownership rates among immigrants (see Schuetze and Antecol, 2006 for example). The
difference in business ownership rates, however, is not large.

Is the higher rate of business ownership among immigrants attributable to
favorable characteristics, such as education, age, marital status, region, and other
demographic characteristics? This question is investigated by estimating multivariate
regressions that control for detailed demographic characteristics of the work force.

Regression models allow one to identify the independent effect of different factors on

10



Table 2
Number of Business Owners by Immigrant Group, Census 2000

Business owners Total work force Business

Percent Percent  ownership

of U.S. of U.S. rate
Group Number total Number total (percent)
U.S. total 11,521,910 100.00 121,440,670 100.00 9.5
U.S.-born total 10,085,500 87.53 106,659,270 87.83 9.5
Immigrant total 1,436,410 12.47 14,781,400 12.17 9.7
Mexico 255,300 2.22 3,944,740 3.25 6.5
Korea 90,280 0.78 400,110 0.33 22.6
India 60,210 0.52 596,010 0.49 10.1
China 57,590 0.50 610,540 0.50 9.4
Vietnam 51,720 0.45 523,460 0.43 9.9
Canada 50,400 0.44 388,480 0.32 13.0
Cuba 49,090 0.43 379,650 0.31 12.9
Germany 41,430 0.36 315,710 0.26 13.1
Philippines 36,860 0.32 785,170 0.65 4.7
Italy 34,520 0.30 190,700 0.16 18.1
Iran 33,570 0.29 156,310 0.13 215
El Salvador 31,180 0.27 411,450 0.34 7.6
Poland 30,810 0.27 226,730 0.19 13.6
England 27,530 0.24 222,730 0.18 12.4
Colombia 25,760 0.22 243,560 0.20 10.6
Taiwan 23,480 0.20 176,840 0.15 13.3
Greece 20,730 0.18 79,750 0.07 26.0
Dominican Republic 19,960 0.17 271,450 0.22 7.4
Jamaica 18,980 0.16 316,070 0.26 6.0
Guatemala 18,710 0.16 231,500 0.19 8.1

Notes: 1) The sample consists of all workers with 15 or more hours worked per usual week. The
total sample size is 5,967,675. 2) All reported estimates use sample weights provided by the
2000 Census. 3) The reported immigrant groups represent the largest 20 groups based on the
number of business owners. Source: Author's calculations from 2000 Census microdata.

business ownership. The detailed demographic information available in the Census
microdata makes it possible to control for many import