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FIREMAN PROTECTS PUBLIC
WHILE HURRICANE WIPES OUT HIS BUSINESS

Clifford Lowery is a fireman with the City of Mobile, Alabama. When he was notified Hurricane Katrina was approaching Mobile, “we reported to the Fire Department and stayed there for the length of the storm.

While he was protecting the public, Hurricane Katrina wiped out his business. Mr. Lowery owns Docks, Walls, and Lifts, a business that uses a barge to set pilings. He has been in business five years and has done work on Dauphin Island. 

“There is so much to do when a hurricane is coming, whether you own a house or own a business. You secure things early and you go until you can’t”, said Lowery.  “During the last hurricane, we loaded our barge on a trailer and left it and some equipment in storage on Dauphin Island. We thought it was secure; but the hurricane got it anyway.” 

With a loan from the Small Business Administration, “we have since replaced (the barge) with a steel-hull barge and we are trying to finish (the new barge) up where we can start to set pilings.”
  Mr. Lowery continues to work as a fireman for the City of Mobile, and works nights and weekends rebuilding his business.  

When asked about the plans for his friends and neighbors, Mr. Lowery replied that “many people are not replacing their stuff because they have been hit, and hit, and hit (by hurricanes.)”     

# # #
For more information about all of the SBA’s programs for small businesses, visit the SBA’s extensive Web site at www.sba.gov.
