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 The Inland Empire Small Business Development Center (IESBDC) has been named the recipient of the 
California Small Business Development Center of Excellence Award by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration.   

  

The center's executive director, Vincent McCoy, will be honored, along with other individuals, at the 47th 
Small Business Week Awards luncheon, June 2nd, at the Embassy Suites - Anaheim South.   

  

IESBDC, based in Riverside, is the largest Small Business Development Center in California.  From 2007 
to 2009, the center counseled 3,685 small business clients, conducted 544 workshops and helped create 
73 new business start-ups.  The center's counseling efforts helped create 497 new jobs and retain 286 
existing jobs by helping firms assess performance and develop strategies to grow and increase sales by 
$14 million over that time.  IESBDC clients secured financing in the amount of $17.4 million to invest in 
new equipment, buy inventory and lease or purchase new business spaces.   
  
The center, located in Riverside and hosted by the Inland Empire Economic Partnership, provides no cost 
counseling services and low cost workshops and training programs throughout Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties and operates satellite offices in Victorville and Palm Springs.  It also partners with 
individual cities to provide custom services designed to meet the needs of the local business community.  
For example, last year, IESBDC launched the Business Owners Club in Apple Valley and Big Bear Lake 
and entered new service agreements with the cities of Hesperia and Upland while providing Business 
Survival workshops in conjunction with County of San Bernardino's Workforce Development Department.  
"Small business owners need hands-on assistance and training from experts we have on staff.  These 
new skills will help hone management skills in the workplace and business owners will be able to 
implement new strategies on a daily basis," said McCoy when the partnership launched last year. 
  
Tony Mize, Inland Empire Economic Partnership's SBDC Board Chair said, "We at IEEP and throughout 
the region are happy to see IESBDC receive the recognition it deserves.  This organization has 
established effective and beneficial relationships with many of our communities, organizations and 
businesses throughout the years.  In these days of economic challenges the SBDC has looked for new 
and creative ways to help businesses survive and do well."   
  
IESBDC successfully serves the Inland Empire's small business population by offering practical programs 
and services.  McCoy and his team also partner with numerous agencies, including economic and 
workforce development departments, chambers of commerce and other organizations that serve the small 
business community.  "IESBDC is an important component of the SBA's outreach to the 28,000 square 
miles that make up the Inland Empire," commented J. Adalberto Quijada, Santa Ana District Director.  
"We're proud of the service Vincent and his team are providing to the small businesses that are helping 
rebuild our economy."   

  

IESBDC was nominated by Gregory Lee, economic development coordinator for the city of Riverside. 
  
Small Business Development Centers are one of three entrepreneurial development programs funded by 
the SBA to provide services to small business owners and entrepreneurs.   
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For more information about National Small Business Week, visit www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com. 
  
For more information about the 47th Annual Small Business Week Awards luncheon, contact Christopher 
Lorenzana at christopher.lorenzana@sba.gov or 714.560.7453. 
  
To learn more about the U.S. Small Business Administration, visit www.sba.gov. 
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