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Nomination Period Closing for SBA’s  
Small Business Innovation Research Awards 

 
SBIR Tibbetts Awards and new SBIR Hall of Fame Awards to be presented in February 

 
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Small Business Administration today renewed its call for 
nominations for two awards that honor the critical economic role of small businesses engaged in 
research and development through SBA’s Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program.  
 
The Tibbetts Awards, named after Roland Tibbetts, who was instrumental in developing the 
SBIR program, is presented annually to companies and individuals across the country who are 
beacons of promise and models of excellence in high technology.  
 
Through this competitive program, SBA ensures that the nation's small, high-tech, 
innovative businesses are a significant part of the federal government's research and development 
efforts. Eleven federal departments participate in the SBIR program. 
 
Tibbetts award winners are selected based on the economic impact of the technological 
innovation, employed their small businesses to meet federal research and development needs, 
encouraged diverse participation in technological innovation, and increased the 
commercialization of federal research. 
 
There are two types of Tibbetts Awards: awards for businesses that have participated in the SBIR 
Phase I and II award programs, and awards for individuals who have supported the SBIR 
Program but not received assistance from it.  
 
New for 2011 are the SBIR Hall of Fame Awards, which recognize companies with a long 
period of extraordinary success of research, innovation, and commercialization within the SBIR 
program. To be eligible for this award, a nominee must have won an SBIR award and continued 
to contribute significantly to the SBIR program’s goals. Previous Tibbetts Award recipients are 
eligible, but self-nominations are not. 
 
The deadline to submit nominations for both awards is 5 PM EST on December 15, 2010. 
Awardees will be announced in early January, and the awards will be presented in Washington, 
DC, on February 15, 2011. To submit a nomination and for more information, please visit  
http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/sbir/tibbetts/index.html. 
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