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SBA URGES AMERICAN SAMOA DISASTER VICTIMS  

TO VISIT THE DISASTER RECOVERY CENTER 
 
Pago Pago, Samoa – The U. S. Small Business Administration (SBA) today encouraged victims of the 
September 29 earthquake, tsunami and flooding to visit the Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) located at 
Governor H. Rex Lee Auditorium. 
 
“After registering for disaster assistance with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), most 
individuals will need to meet with an SBA representative at the DRC to receive an SBA application for a low 
interest disaster loan. SBA low interest disaster loans help cover the cost of repairing damaged or destroyed 
real estate and personal property,” said Penney Rimbey, SBA’s Officer in Charge.  
 
“SBA customer service representatives are at the DRC to meet with each disaster victim face to face. They 
will issue SBA disaster home and business loan applications at the center, answer questions about SBA’s 
disaster loan program, explain the application process and help each individual complete their application,” 
Rimbey continued. “Individuals and business owners should submit their application as quickly as possible.”   
 
“Anyone unable to visit the DRC may call SBA at (684) 633-0920 between 8 am and 2 pm local time, 
Monday through Saturday,” Rimbey said.   
 
SBA disaster loans up to $200,000 are available to homeowners to repair or replace damaged or destroyed 
real estate. Homeowners and renters are eligible for up to $40,000 to repair or replace damaged or destroyed 
personal property.   
 
Businesses of any size and private non-profit organizations may borrow up to $2 million to repair or replace 
damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery and equipment, inventory, and other business assets. SBA can 
also lend additional funds to homeowners and businesses to help with the cost of making improvements that 
protect, prevent or minimize the same type of disaster damage from occurring in the future. 
 
For small businesses and most private, non-profit organizations, SBA offers Economic Injury Disaster Loans 
(EIDLs) to help meet working capital needs caused by the disaster. EIDL assistance is available regardless of 
whether the business or non-profit suffered any property damage.   
 
Interest rates can be as low as 2.75 percent for homeowners and renters and 4 percent for businesses with 
terms up to 30 years. Loan amounts and terms are set by SBA and are based upon each applicant’s financial 
condition. 
 
To be considered for all forms of disaster assistance, victims should first call the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) at 1-800-621-3362. 
 

For more information, visit SBA’s Web site at www.sba.gov. 

SBA Field Operations Center - West, P.O. Box 419004, Sacramento, CA 95841 
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