PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Retween
The U5, Small Basinews Administration
And

The Pension Benelit Guaranty Corporation

ections ,«gﬁ ami Si&} of the Small Business Act (the Act) (15 US.C “iis &mé {3\ mai
i ﬁ,§ L8 %zm %%m Administration gf:»i%ﬁ%} 1 s%‘s;;xé
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busingss development is accomplished by providing various forms of mmhma mwg
technical. financial and procurement assistance. Additionally, pursuant 1o section 8(a) of
the Act, SBA is authorized to-enter info all types of contracts with other Federal agencies
annd 1o subcontract the performance of these contraets 1o qualified Participants in the Bla)
BD Program:

L PURPC

The purpose of this Partnership Agrecment {PA) between SBA and the Pension
ﬁi*‘%‘%aﬁ‘ﬁ% Quﬁf{iﬁw é:*m*mrxf;;ziéfm i'»'; to delegate SBAs contraet execution functions 1o the
on per the requirements of 13 CF.R.§ 124501, The

g @ srity and estab igxima the basic procedures for
amgmﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁg a%“ m&%@i mi“”%{:ﬁ contract requirements. This PA replaces all torms and
conditions of any previously executed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or PA with
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation or subordinaie dwzmm on %324: issue of
expediting the award of reguirements pursuant to Section 8a) of the Act.

Failure 10 sign this PA will require the Pension Benefit Guaranty C ngmmnm 10
utilize the preseribed processes to contract with the SBA as stated in the
Acquisifion Regulation (FAR) Subpart 19.8.

iL OBJECTIVES

Lo delincate the responsibilitics as they relate o ii‘z@ i}“‘v""‘i‘"’iﬁl’%ﬁ mmaiwrigzﬁ i%i”%{;é
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days if the contract is %*@ﬁmd #t more i%m%% t?‘sf, mﬁz@ i i“*%ii acquisition thye
and within two days of reeeipt if the contract is h%ii%ﬂﬁ‘ 1 or below the
stmplified acquisition thresholds. See 13 CF.R, § 124530303y




P O emphasize el aihough SBA Oelegaies THE aulBority 1© S1gn CONracts on 1y
behalf, it remains the prime contractor on all 8{a) contracts awards,
madifications, options and purchase orders, and must recetve coples of all
gontracts and subsequent modifications;

E. To climinagte SBA'S review of contracts and purchase orders exceuted under the
authority of thizs PA; and

F. To establish uniform pelicies and procedures regarding application of contracts
and purchase orders 1o the 8{a) contracting

i, SCOPrE

The PA provides for the award of contracts, modifications, options and purchase
orders under the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Act ag tmpiﬁmmm by the FAR
Subpart 19.8 and 8BA's 8(a) BD program regulations found at 13 C.F.R. §124, (Subpart
;&’}»

The PA encompasses all competitive and non-competitive acquisitions of
requirements offered by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation contracting offices and
accepted by SBA for the 8a) BD program.

The PA applies to all SBA offices and all the Pension Benefit G varanly
Corporation contracting offices, as defined in FAR § 2101 and deemed appropriate by the
head of the ageney, as delined n FAR § 2,101, for the Pension Benellt Guaranty
Corporalion.

IV,  RESPONSIBILITIES
A, BBAs Responsibilities.

SBA

#

1. delegates 1o the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation for re-delegatio
o all warranted the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation mnmm%
officers, its authority under section 8(a){ 1A of the Act to enter into
&) prime contracts, and its authority under section 81X B) of the
“‘w% % m“mngs: iif% zi%: gxfﬁf%?‘;%’;”ﬁézmcc ﬁi’ such procurement contracts by

Exlf%&a ddcgmm« its %i{ uz} mnmm a«xmﬁatiﬁm function. SBA remains the
prime contractor on all 8(a) contracts and the 8(a) Participant romains
the SBA"s subcontracion,

(N

will implement its responsibilities under this PA through uniform
provedures for use by all SBA oflices;




b

will provide training for the Pension Benefit Cruaranty © mpc:smiwﬁ
contracting officers and small business specialists. on the SBA’s (s}
BI) program and various aspects of the PA

shall review the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation’s offering
letters, issue aceeptance or rejection letters, and rxm%:z& eligibility
determnations for awards

{a)  Seie Source Procurements,

i,

Hi.

SBA will issue vither an acceptance letter or rejection letter within
five {3 working davs of receipt of an offering letter, unless the
Distrior Office requests and the procuring activity agrees to an
exiension of time.

Absenta notilication of rejection within five (5) working days aé’
recetpt of the offer, acceptance may be assumed on the sixth (6"
working day unless an extension has been requested and & *ﬁ‘x&;?{m
Acceptance shall include a size verification and determination
with respect to all elements of eligibility (e, determinations of
adverse impact, North Ametican Industry Classification System
{(NAICS) code appropriatencss and program eligibility), See
gitations found-at 13 C.F.R. §124.504(¢c)y;

(b Competitive Acguisitions.

i

1.

SBA will issue an acceprance letter or rejection letter within five
(3yworking days of receipt of an offering letter, unless the District
Office requests and the procuring activity agree 1o an extension of
fme.
Where SBA does not respond with a gmliiimi%w“l of refection
within five (5} working days of reeeipt of the offer, IER ?it’s%i&%;fi
activity may seck SBAs acceptance through the /
Administrator, Office of §%a~m%w%ikxﬁm’m&m {(AABL
proguring activity does not receive a reply from the AA/BI
within five (5) working days of the AA/BIYs receipt of the offer,
the procuring activity may assume acceptance on the sixth (6™
working dav.
Within five (3) working davs aft quest Trom the contracting
officer, SBA shall issue an eligibility determination for the
d;)i;}‘éi*;”m successful offer, as prescribed by SBAs regulations at
SOF R §124.500)

Y Wi

i

¢} Acquisitions Valued at or Below the Simplified Acquisition Thresholid,

v 2
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i.  No offering or acceptance letter is required for requirements
valued at or below the simplified acquisition threshold, in
accordance with the delegation of authority,

i, SBA will review the program eligibility of the 8(a) Participant
within two (2) working days afier a request from the contracting
otficer.

1. Absent a notification that the selected 8(a) Participant is inehigible
for the award within two (23 working days, the procuring agency
may assume the $(a) Participant is eligible and proceed with
award, as prescribed by SBA s regulations at 13 C.F.R
124.503(a)(4)(i)

v, The procuring agency must notify SBA of these 8ta) awards under

this authority. See 13 C.F.R. § 124.503a)4)(ii).

hath

shall review and approve all proposed joint venture agreements
involving 8$(a) Participants before 8(a) contract award:

6, may provide 8(a) Participants with contract negotiation assistance or
direct them fo-appropriate resources where they can obtain technical
assistance tn contract negotiations when requested by either the 8(a)
Participant or The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation contracting
otficer;

4

o

shall retain its appeal authority in accordance with FAR § 19.810;

8. shall retain the right 1o perform on-site agency reviews (o ensure contract
compliance;

9. may identify a requirement for an 8{a} Participant for a possible award,
SBA will submit capability statements 1o the appropriate procuring
tvities for the purpose of matching requirements consistent with the
8la} Participant’s capability;

14, shall retain the responsibility for ensuring that 8{ay Participants comply
with all appiicable provisions relating to continuing eligibility for
8{a) BD Program participation per 13 CF.R § 124112,

1. shall select an appropriate 8(a) Participant when the Pension Beunefit
CGuaranty Corporation submits an open offering letter for a sole source
requirement; and

B. Responsibilities of The Pension Bencfit Guaranty Corporation

Fhie Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation
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(74
[

£

shall receive and retain SBAs delepation of contract execution and
review functions by reporting afl 8(a) contract awards, modifications,
options and purchase orders to SBA until such time as the agreement
expires or is terminated;

shall szﬁstﬁzm: to all provisions of contractual assistance identified in 13
CPRS8 124,501 through 124.520; as well as the applicable provisions
of FAR ﬁa?:sgwri 19.8;

shall determine which requirements are suitable for offering to the $(a)
BD program in accordance with FAR, Subpart 19.8, and, where
appropriate, identify in conjunction with the appropriate SBA servicing
office, 8(a) Participants capable of performing these requirements;

shall vetain responsibility for compliance with the linutations on
subcontracting requirement and all applicable provisions ol FAR
§ 52.219-14 and any the Pension Benelit Guaranty Corporation

mg,mlzmimﬁ;;

shall include provisions in all contract awards, modifications, options
and purchase ord warded or issued under the 8(a) BD Program that
pegudre Program Participants to comply with the Subcontracting
Eimdigtions, and shall conduct dnd dociment an assessment gt the time
of conteact award of the Participant’s ability 1o comply with the
Subcontracting Linntations,

shall provide a copy of any signed contract, as defined in FAR § 2 R‘éé
including modifications, options and purchase orders executed o f
this PA to the SBA servicing digtriet office within 13 working uJ ¥5 0
the date of award;

sh §§ mform contracting officers and other warranted officials and theiy
equivalents who are awarding 8{a) contracts of their responsibilities
cone iz?ﬁii‘é g thiz agreement;

shall ensure thut contracting officers and other warranted officials and
their equivalents obtain truning on t%wir ;}%}%ig&{imm undder this PA and
the mba{x}m{m;za limitations of FAR § 32.219- 14 and 13 CF R,

§5 124510 and 1256,

shall include monitoring and oversight provisions for all contract
awards, modifications, options and purchase prders o ensure that all
contracts comply with the performance rz’;@aﬁ;f’mzm& {Lunhations on
Subcontracting) of FAR $ 32219- 14 and 13 CF R, §124 310 and

o

§125.6;

Page 3




st
§2

16,

w.
o

shall request an eligibility determination from SBA's district office
responsible Tor servicing the selected B(a) ?:ariiﬁipzmi when an 8(a)
Participant has been wentified on all ;zm;wsmam vatued al or below the
simplified acquisition threshold prior to issuance of the purchase order;

shall wbm% the offering letter for sole sowrce requirements exceeding

the simplified acquisition threshold 1o SBA's district office responsible
for servicing the selected 8(a) Participant, when an 8{a) Participant has
been identified. See FAR 19.804-2;

shall submit an open offering letter for sole souwrce requirements to the
SBA district office that services the geographical arca where The
Pension Benelit Guaranty Comporation’s conttacting activity is located,
when the Pension Benelit Guaranty Corporation has not identified a
gpecific 8lay Participant for a requirerment. See FAR 19.804-2;

shall submit the offering letter for competitive 8{a) requirements to the
SBA district office that services the é«é{}ﬂ?ﬁi}ﬁ?é{fiﬁ area where the
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation’s contracting activity s located.
Exceptions: the offering letters for construction work will be sent 1o the
SBA district office located in the geographical area where the work will
be performed, or, in the case of construction contracts to be performed
overseas, the offering letter shall be submitted 10 SBA’s Headguarters,
See FAR 19.804.2;

shall request an eligibility determination prior 1o final award in all 8(a)
competitive aoguisitions;

shall ensure that all contracts awarded pursuant to this PA contain
provisions that réguire:

(a} SBA’s approval of novation agreements submitted by the 8(a)
Participant; and

(b) advance notice to SBA (as the prime contractor) prior to issuance of
a final notice terminating the contract in whole or in pary;

shall ensure that all NAICS t::miw tor all 8(a) contracts are applied in
aceotdance with FAR § 19,102

shall add /:mgzzz;gza: to every contract stating that, even though SBA muy
1ot be identified in section A of the contract, it is still the prime
gorteactor on the contrach

shall provide all proposed $(a) joint ventures to SBA for approval

before 8a) contract(s) award; and




&

19 cannot use contracts that have not been offered to and accepted by SBA
into the 8(a) BD program as credit toward the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation’s 8(u) negotiated goals.

release a reauirement from the 8(a) BD Frogram. The written
notification should be sent to the cognizant SBA district office serving
the gﬁ@gﬁﬁghém% area in which the procuring agency is located. The
Contracting Officer shall include the reason(s) for the request, the
procurement History of the requirement, the incumbent name, the
assigned NAICS Code and the Statement of Work. The final decision
rests with the AA/BD.

21, shall provide SBA with access to all non-classified information i
contiact files so that SBA can perform on-site ggency reviews o ensuse
that procuring agencies are complying with the terms and conditions of
this agreement.

poes

V. CONTRACT EXECUTION

The Pension Benelit Guaranty Corporgtion’s contracting officer may make divect
award of a contract 1o the ${a) Participant, but only after the requirement has been offered
1o and aceepted by SBA. Acquisitions valued at or below the simplified scquisition
threshold, as delined In FAR § 2,101, and per 13 CFR. §124.503(a0 4, require no
offer oy acoeptance letter; however, {a)  program cligibility determination of the selected
8(4) Participant from SBA is required; and (b) the procuring setivity must notify SBA of
all 8{a) awards made under this authorty, per 13 CER, 5124503
n shall be on the appropriate form as specified in FAR or by the Pension Benelit
v Corporation regulation. The "Issued by” bleck shall identify the awarding the
wsion Benelit Guaranty Corporation” office. The SBA district office for the 8(x
articipant shall be identified in the award document. The 8(a) Participant’s name and
all be listed as the contractor, The Pension Benelit Guaranty Corporation’s
racting activities are responsible for dssuing procurement instrament Wentification
numbers. SBA will sot 1ssue subcontract mambers,

VI  TERM

This PA will take effect as soon as SBA and the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation bave signed 1. It will remain in effect until September 30, 2012,

Vil AMENDMENT

This PA may be amended, In writing, 8l any e by mutual agreement of the
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V. 1 EECVEENACE BN

wporation may terminate this PA
her party.

Either SBA orthe Pension Benelfit Guaranty
apon 30 calendar davy advance wrltton notice 1o the of

1%,  CONDITIONS

A, Contracts that bave not been offered o and aocepted by SBA into the 8(a) BD
program cannel be used Tor the Pengion Benefit Guaranty Corporation” s 8{a)
nepotiated goals,

B, SBA reserves the right 1o suspend or rescind the authority of this PA with the

nsion Benelit Guaranty Corporation for Tailure to submit copies 1o SBA of award
and modification  documents within 13 working davs of sward, failure o
adeaquately monitor 8ta) contract compliance requirements, or i the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation otherwise fails o follow the terms of this PA.

. SBA has the right to conduet perodie compliance on-site agency reviews of the

{iles of all contracts awarded pursuant 1o Section 8(a} authority and this Agreement,
The delegated authority may be rescinded when on-site agency review findings
indicate a pattern fatlure to comnply with 8{a) program regulations that govem
award and administeation of sech contracts.

X. ADMINISTRATION

Far the Peasion Benelit Guaranty Corporation:

Roland Thomas

Procurement Department

1200 K Street, NW, Suite 1090
Washington, DU 20005-4026
202-326-4160 %3700
22-326-4162

For SBA:

Shella D, Thomas

Yrector, Office of Program Review
ce of Business Development

19 3" Street, SW, 8" Floor
Vashington, DO 20416

3 205-6613

VAR1AES6T (fax)

5

i
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XL ACCEPTANCE

Authorized by and on behalf of their respective agencies, the undersigned parties
hereby accept the terms and conditions of this agreerment.

For

The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation

Steve Block Date
Agting Direcior
Provurement Department

For

SBA

’L/!/D’

K oAdh

2D b
4 Date
Joseph G. Jordan.

Assoviate Administrator for
Gioverpment Conlracting and
Business Development
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Pate
Mng A, Wales 1A
Director
Orflee of Sprategic Alllances




