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am very proud to celebrate Small Business Week
2010. Each year since 1963, the President of the
United States has issued a proclamation calling for
the celebration of Small Business Week recognizing out-
standing entrepreneurs and small business champions
for their personal success and contributions to our econ-

District Director:
Judy McCauley

Editor: Judy K. McCauley OMY. This year, the SBA will honor an estimated 25 mil-
Richard Hane District Director  lion small businesses throughout America, which includes

West Virginia’'s estimated 125,000 small businesses.

We are pleased to once again partner with the West Virginia Women's
Business and Training Center to recognize West Virginia’s best and bright-
ﬁgaréestPHIBsfanch est small business owners and champions. The Celebration is set for
> apitol Street | Thursday, May 13, 2010 at the Tamarack Conference Center in Beckley,
Charleston, WV 25301 | W.Va. See the list of 2010 West Virginia award winners and Celebration

(304) 347-5220 phone | rggjstration information on the next page.
(304) 347-5350 fax

As the SBA’s National Small Business Week theme indicates, small busi-
nesses are indeed the driving force of America’s economy. Small busi-
nesses represent 99.7 percent of all employer firms, employ just over half
Helping small businesses | Of all private sector employees, provide 64 percent of net new jobs, and
start, grow and succeed. generate a majority of our innovations. Small business is leading the way
in the national recovery effort. West Virginia’s 2010 Small Business Week
celebration on May 13 is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate our ap-
preciation for West Virginia’s hard working entrepreneurs and champions.
Mark your calendar now and join us to thank and recognize the out-
standing innovators, motivators and supporters of West Virginia’s small
business community.

Your Small Business Resource
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U.S. Small Bulino

The U.S. Small Business Admini-
stration’s annual Small Business
Week Awards Celebration will be
held at Noon on Thursday, May 13,
2010, at the Tamarack Conference
Center in Beckley, W.Va.

This event celebrates entrepre-
neurship in America by honoring
outstanding small business men
and women in West Virginia. Small
business champions will also be
honored for their contributions and
achievements to West Virginia’'s
small business community and
economy.

tion

NATIONAL

SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

The Celebration is a culmination of
the statewide awards competition
that occurred over the past several
months. Small business resource
partners, economic development
associations, community organiza-
tions, Chamber of Commerce,
lenders, and other individuals
throughout West Virginia nomi-
nated outstanding entrepreneurs
and champions in several catego-
ries to compete for the prestigious
awards.

The award Celebration is being
hosted by the West Virginia

" g\ . O
\ 7 /

Women'’s Business and Training
Center (WBC).

The public is cordially invited to at-
tend this annual Celebration. The
cost is $40 per person or $275 for a
table of eight.

To register, contact Karen Jones at
the WBC at (800) 766-4556 or by
email at
kjones@westvirginiawbc.org.
Online registration is available at
www.westvirginiawbc.org.
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President Barack Obama signed legislation on March 2 extending until March 28 SBA’s ability to provide
small business loans that are enhanced with special provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA), including a higher guarantee of SBA-backed loans and a waiver of loan fees normally paid by
borrowers. SBA estimates the additional funding will support about $1.8 billion in small business lending.

New approvals of eligible loans with the higher guarantee and reduced fees are expected to resume March
10. Loan applications from borrowers in SBA’s Recovery Loan Queue will be funded first, followed by new
loan applications. Currently there are 652 loan requests totaling $230 million in the Recovery Loan Queue.

The extension signed by President Obama authorizes the higher guarantee levels through March 28, 2010,
for 7(a) loans. The fee relief is available until the additional funding is exhausted or the end of the fiscal year
on September 30, whichever comes first.

For non-Recovery Act 7(a) or 504 loans already funded during the transition period, this extension does not
provide a retroactive guarantee or waived fees. Loans that were funded under non-Recovery Act terms can-
not be canceled and resubmitted to take advantage of the Recovery Act extension provisions.

This extension does not affect other SBA Recovery Act programs, including the America’s Recovery Capital
(ARC) loan program or the agency’s microloans. Recovery Act funding still remains available for both of those
programs.

Click here to view the West Virginia SBA’s Events Calendar and register for each event

www.sba.gov/wv
Events Calendar

Social Media Marketing - Social media has ex- Getting Registered; Finding Contracting Opportuni-
ploded as an inexpensive and highly ties; Marketing to Federal Agencies
effective way for small businesses to and will be held on March 26 and
reach out and interact with custom- April 23.

ers. You will learn how to build bet-
ter customer relationships and effec-
tively use: Facebook, Twitter,
Linkedin, and more. This “Online”
training will be held March 12 and
April 9.

Dynamic Network for Small Busi-
ness - A Federal and Prime Govern-
ment Contracting Event - Wednes-
day, April 21, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. I-79 Technology Center,
Fairmont, W.VA. Free Event! Regis-
Government Contracting 101 - ter to attend by emailing

The federal government is the ~ Naomi.bassel@sba.gov. Additional
world’s largest purchaser of goods details will be forthcoming. Stay

and services. One government contract could mean tuned or check our web site (www.sba.gov/wv) peri-
extraordinary growth for your company. This “Online”  odically.

workshop will include: What the Government Buys;
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